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ABSTBJiCT - 

* One of a series of reports from' a larger 
inveistigation entitled "The^ Student Attribute Study," the present 
papel: discusses classroom observation data collected in' this, study 
concerning tke interactidns between teache^rs and students whp had 
been previo.u^sry identified as objects of teacher attachment, .concern, 
oikrejection. The Student Attribute Study as ^ whole was desigifed to 
follow up on earlier work relating teacher expectations , and attitudes 
to differential teacher behavior with, different Jcinds of students • In 
p^rt. It has 'been a replication and extension of previous work 
identifying important expecta-^ions and attitudes that teachers hold 
and relating these to differential, treatment of different students. 
In addition, it represent* a movement in focus from identifying 
differential teacher-st.udent interaction patterns related to teacher , 
attit.udes and expectations toward iiivestigation of dif f erentjial 
student attributes 'and* behavior which presumably trig^ger these 
differential, teacher expectations and attitudes in tlie first place. 
iThuSr in addition l^o identifying differential teacher-student 
interaction related to teacher attitudes and expectations, the 
Student attribute Study tries to answer the question "Hh$it student 
attributes do teachers notice and use ill fdirpiing- expectations and - 
attitudes?" (Author/EC) \ ^ 
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This \s, one of a series of reports from a larger 1 nye'st i^gat i ort 
entitled "The Student Attribute Study." The' present paper .di scusses . . 
Gla^room observation data ^ col I ected Mn fhis'study concerning the i'n- 
teractions between teachers and.>tijtfehts^who haxl been' pr.evi,ousiy identN 

■ 'o - . 

tied as objecl^ of teacher attachment , concern , or . rejection . .Other'. 

reports from *thi s- project will discuss teacher interactions with ofhec 

types of students as we^ J as\ sqx and grade differences and other matters.^ 

The Student Attribute Study &s a whole Was^desi gned to fo1l6w up 

on earlier work relat'nig teacher expectations and attitudes to dif-' 
" . ■ ^ " - . ' ' . • ^ ■^''*-\ 

ferenti^l teacher behavior with f f erent 'ki nds of students. In part; .'^ 

it has been a rep I ication- and extension of 'previous work identi f y r ng^* ' 
important expectations and attitudes that teachers hold and relati|f'g . ' 
^hese to differential treatment of different students. In additioi^,; 
it represents a movenpnf in focus from Identi fyi ng /dWferenti a)/ teacher- 
student inter^tion patterns related to teacher attitudes and expecta- 
tions towards investigation of differential student attr4 bqtes/and ^be- - 

havior which presumably trigger these differential teacher eipecta^t ions 

\ ' ' ■ 

and attitjjdes in the first place. Thus, .in addition to identifying 

dff/erential tocher-student interaction related to teacher .attitudes 

and expectat^ions., the Sfudent Attribute Study tri^ to ansvter the 

question "What student attributes do teachers notice aryi use in forming 

pectations an.d altitudes?" • ■ \ ■/ 



./ . ' ' . - The S+udent 'Attribute Study 

Bafckqround of i*he Study <■ 

^..Research on teacher expectation effects was stimulated by Rosenthal 
and Jacobson's book, Pygma I i on i n the C I assroom ( 1 968) , i n which they 
concluded that teacher •Bxpeqtations'^about student achfevement may influence 
student performance on achievement tests'. * AJ though th4i"r f i n^l i ngs 'have 
'never been, rep l icated^'di recti y, numerous other studies since' then have . ' 
demonstrated that teacher expectations and attitudes do systematically • 

affect classroorfi i-nteractidns with students (fpr a review, see Brophy 'and 

* ■ ■ t 

_ . • . o : .■ ♦ . • » 

Good, 1974). Much of thW r,esearch in the area since. h^s focysed on 
identifyirtg the processes 'through which teachers commu^nicate d i f ferent i'a4 . 
expectations 'and attitudes, basically by observing and systematically 
measuring teacher-student interaction In the clJbssroom. I ni t ia I I y, -the 

major thrust was directed towards teacher expectations, but more recerrHy 

♦ • ■ ^ • ' t, 

^systematic investigations of teacher attitudes Kave been condu(^ted. 

- " ■ ■ ■ ( ) . 

- Si iberman '([971 ) initiated one such series of studies with an in- 

'veVtlgafTdn 'of four partlcu I ar teacher &tti attachment , rejection ,'- 

cothcern , and 1 nd i f#erence > The Student Attri bute Study, along wi'fh previous 

work/by J^nkin^ (Note t) and by'G^d and Brophy (1972)-, have continued in 

the trad ition ^establ ished by Silberman's worl^. . 

In getting teachers to identi fy -attitude^ groups, Silberman used * 

forms calling for nominations of I nd I vidua I s. '^' Mttachmen drei were ^ 

Identified by asking teachers to narne students whom , they wouJd like to 

keep for another ye'ar for\the "sheer joy of^ it," rejection chi Idren were o 

./ ^ • ^ . 

those rifefned in response to the question, "If your class could be reduced 
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by one chllSl, who would you be mos;f relieved to have removed?,", and 



concern children were named in response to, "If you could* devote all ^o^'" 

attention to a child who >concerns you a great deal, whom would you pTck?" 

Classroom observations 6f these groups of chljdren and their Inter- 

a<5ti 9ns with teachers have revealed consistent and di^nct pictures of 

the three groups. Attachment children, those whom the teacher would like 

to keep for the "sheer joy of it," were mostly hi-gh* achieving, cooperatii^ 

'children who did not cause behavjor problems- Si^berman (1969) found t4;iat 

they received more positive evaluation from |^he teacher than other, students, 

and more acc^u lescent rep I ies to requests. However,^ he felt that overt 

expressions of attachment" by the "feacher wjsre suppressed,, sb that there 

was Tni ni ma I evidence of favoritism. > * 

Good and Brophy ( 1^972) , found 'that attachment children initiated . v 

more work contacts with the teacher, called ou't answers, less often, gave 

fhorq correct answers when called upoh, ahd had f ewer . behavi'ora I contacts 

than others in the^class. Aga i n, ' however, there was Jittle evidence of 

•overt favoritism. l-n fact, the attachment students had fewer , contacts 

initiated by the teachpr. However* they were given more ^reading turns 

and more difficult, thought-prbvoki ng questions, though with less ex- ^ 
' « ' «« • 

\ . ■ . ' ' • . ■ ' , ■ " 

planatory feedback. ^ ^ \. ^" ' 

- . • ; ' y ' ■ 1 ■ 

K Children .Ident'rfied by their teachers as'being objects of concern 

• ^ ' ^. - xf . ■ " * ^ " *' . . ■ ■ 

were found -by sffberman 09^69) to receive more '^cdn'tacts with the teacher-' 

•■' • \ ■ / °- - ' '■ ^ ' .- ■ ' . , . ' 

and more ac^iu iesce^<5e to requests when compared to other children i.n.the 
classroom. He felt that'' the teachers observed were very open in their 



expressions of concern'for. this parti cu I ^r group of children. Good and 
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• . . / ■ 

V / . , -5 .• 

Brophy (1972) reportec/ th^t ^coficern students tended to be Iqw achievers^ 

and that, several , teacher behaviors 1 ndlcated efforts to help them. 'The 

students had more response opportunities^ were sought out by the'teacher 
- . , \' . ■ ' - ' • . * 

■ *• 
for private interactions more ©f ten than other children, and" were given more 

■ V . - ■ 

detailed, explanatory feedback by the teacKer'to'thei r answers. When a^n 
answer was' wrongi the teacher was more likely to simply repeat the question ^ 

than.tp give extra help, perhaps implying an effort to push tKese children i 

• - ' ■ . ' 't'-- 

to better performance. ^*The chi Idren- themselves were more w1 I I i ng to 

. ^' - . .■■ ^ .. . ■ . ' . ■ " 

make arguess at an answer rather than remain ,si lent, compared to thejr>s^o.>v:,- 



classmates. " * ' ' ' ^ 

Silberman (19.69) repor^ted that rej'ection children received more tota I 
o ' . ■ - ■ ' . . . ^ 

contacts, fnore. praise, and more criticism, but less, acquiescence.* .However, 

when the effects of critici sm were held (Constant, the other variables were " 

not significant.^ Si I berman 'therefore concluded that the' primary expression 

of rejection was f-requent negative evaluation and criticism. C^oo^ and Brophy 

(1972) also reporte^ that rejection students* received mo're criticism, both 

"overall and during child initiated work contacts. . 

X^Qchers were esp)ecial ly likely to fail to give these students feed- 

' ' '* * V . 

back following their responses. Also, these ^students were given fe.wer 
reading turns «and got fewer response opportun i i tes by volunteering Cal- 
though it; is not clear whether this was due to f.ailu^re to voluAjteer or 
ignoring of volunteering by the teacher). Reji^ction childhen were more- 
active in the c1assr6*om, initiating more, procedure and work contacts^ wi th 
the teacher. They' a I so^ ca I I ed out without permission more often, and created 
more behavior contacts than ^other children. ' J ' ^ 
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*>- " • " - N ■ ■ ■ 6 ' 

The thr^e attitude groups therefore are distinct from )©he alyjother ^ 
in many respects, but several ques1\ions remain unanswered. /Of interest^ 
to this paper is^tHe question of wha+ specific child behaviors distinguish \. 
the concern chi Id from the rej'ection chi Id,"" Although teacKer behaViors " 
toward these two groups obviously are d if fereat, previous. studies have . . ^ 
not demonstrated that the difference ,bfetwe6^n ttfe chiidren^'s behaviors were 

great enough ^to warrant such vastly different treatririent..^^ . ' U 

' . ^ ' . \ ^- ' • ^ ' ^ 

fndeed, Jenkins (Note I) foupd fhat stuide\it behaviors^were.>.not'as ^ 

\ . \ . ■ ■ 

good predictors of attitude groups as were teacher perceptions of those , • • • 

' ' \. ^' ■ • \" ■ . ... ^ 

behavJorffS, even though in many cases perceptions-were not dlpsely related 



to behaviors. 



V 



This ra'ises the question of whiat'' produces ar^^artibular attitude toward' 



a ^tu^ent: actual student behayi:Qr^., or. a more cor)iplex interaction alsd* 

^'involving- teacher percept ions, and pr^fejrqnces? SiridS teacher attitudes 

, ■ : ■ ' ' ' ^- • ^ , - ' ^ 

are associated v^ith\ differential treatment of di4fe|"erit students,- i.t is > 

injportant to examind^ the cases ^*hd, processes of theip formatioVi. It shoula 

be understood that the purpose of this resear^h'^ was to demonstrate 

the inadequacies or mjustices of teachers. The autjiors do not view 

teSchers as ogres whp\ d i s I i ke. a I I but the most "cortip I iant children. How- . 

ev4r^ we do view teacfVprs as human beings who qutte naturally form attitudes 

and expectations aboutlthe chPhdreh vifith whom thfey. work everyday. It is to 

a teacher's advantage, 'land uJtimately to a child's, that the mechanisms of 



attitude^ormation -and.chanqe in the c I assroom be explained and predicted. 

. ■ \ ■ ^ . ■ V 

• When teachers understand\ exacti y what it is about a certain chi ld that 

causes them to respond J td. the child in a certain way; they will be, in a 

" - - \ - I . 

better/position to respond^ optima I ly. Behavior by rejected children often 

... ^ ^ 

J 

8' 
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./ . \ ' ' " • . , 7 

sets off a vicious cycle of" "reacfion by tlie teacher which does- not modify . 
that child's behavior, but may indeed further agitate it. 'Therefore, we 
entered this resjearch wi^h' the ■ perspective* that expectatio^s gre naturaj 
and that teachers usually are justified in the^r ewotional reaction? to 



children. Teachfert shou I d not feel guilty about disliking a chi Id 's be- ^' 
havfor,^but they should be abl'e to cope. with their own reactions in ways 
that help the -chi Id modify his or her beh^vjor t© elicit more favorable 
responses from adu I ts.'.^Jherefore, a special purpose o^ the study was to 
define in objective, terms the behaviors that cause certain children to^ . 
be rejected by. teachers^ * • * ' . 



Met hbcjo logy ' > ^/ * 

\ Teachers irt' four elementary schools in' Austin, Texas; were asked ■ * 
to rarfk^achMof thei,r children on 13 bipolar scales of teachel- expectatipps 
and attitudes. The two stales which are pertinent to this paper are those 
) for att&Qhment versus rej'ectiorr and concern versus lack of concern . These 
V were presented to the teachers as continua^ong which they ranked every- 
^« one in their class. The positive end of t)^ attachment scale was labeled 
''Would likB to keep for another year^ f or. the -sheer joy of it," and'^the 
negative end was labeled "Would like to have removed from my class." 



'yrherefore, chiiyren ranked high on thiso scale were considered to be attach- 
^ menrt chifdren, and students ranked low on this soale were considered to be 
■ re/Lection ch i Idren. # ' . 

The concern scale was lab led at one end as ^'Concerns me a great deal; 
I would l ike to be able to devote much more attention to," and at the other 
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. , * . V • ■ / . . ^ . 8 • ^ 

* . • • . ■ / . ^ ■■ ' 

"end as '^doesn't require 'special attention," , Chi Idren^ ranked high on 

^ . I ■ - ' • . ^ - ' 

this scale were considered the concern groXig^ Those ranked low'on this scale 



were' hot treated as an "attitude group," because we *fe It .ttiat ^such rankings 
did -not ref led lack of concern by teachers,^ Instead/ these cHi Idisen 
seemed to be well adjusted to school and thus were' ranked tow JDeca'use teachers 
had no reason to be especially concerned or-worried about 'them, not because 
.the teachers did not care about them. * 

^Three sets of rankings were completed for each class „the first year,^ 
and the next year' the teachers of thj^same cl^ildren completed the same 
scales twice. During ttie^ last *quarter of the second year, children that , 
viere seen consistentjy by each of the two "leachfers. oh one or more scales^ 
were observed in 'the classroom. Therefpre,^^ these "target eh i I dren" were' 
consistently identified by. two teachers a^ leing objects^ of attachment . 



rejec^ti'on , or concern . Placement on either ^;Scale was independent of * the 
other, ■ so ..that any combination of attachtflent ver;suie rejection and concern . 
versus, lack of concern was possible.** ' ' - ' 

The present analysis concerns 207 ch M dren. who' werfe consistent on the /' 
sca>e of teacher concern and 201 children whbwere consistent on the' scale 
of attachment versus re.jectlon . They were in grades two through five at 
the time of observation, 

. : - ■ V ■ . . ■ ; ..-\ . . 

The observational system used to^ collect behav i ora 1' data wa5 the-S^tudent 
Attribute Coding System (Brophy, et. al.. Note 2), which was^desi'gne(2 
spec i^f ica I ly for this study. Tnformation was recorded - for each target cfrijd , 
twice a week' for six weeks d'urina^the second semester^ for every observed 
interact*! on between that child and the teacher. The i nteraction ^was 'c I assi - 
fied as tQ initiator (teacher oi^ student) ^nd content (whether it dealt 
wJt-h work, persons l,^ocia I , or* house keep i ng needs, or behavioral contacts). • 
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' • , • • ' ' . ^ * * ' ' • ^ . '9 " *g • • 

•The work 1rTte^ac»^^ons also were classi-fPed as being either public (before • 
ether Chi IdrenToVVfivate^'ionly between the/teacher and th^ ch i Id) . . \. 

• ' «• ■ ,, • ■ ' . ^ \ 

' 1 n^-add I tioh; the emotional level -of the/response of the. non-1 ni-^9tor 

was recorded. For example, if a teaehe'r* aR.proached .a.chftd wit-h a be- 

^ fiaVioral correction^ and the cKi l_d respo^nded- sul lenl.y;^h is su I ten reactiorr 
,— _ ^ * • - ' ^ ' ? 
was noted fn the ceding system as such. Or, if^a child approached the J ^ 

'i^, teacher witJi a personal 'request and the tea-cher .fvespon.ded ijn a .hap-py, ^ . 

pleasant manneror^in an i^pgtient, i'pritable.w^-yv the teacher's response- 

was^noted accordingly.' Essential I y, the coding system measured flot only the 

typ.e of interaction, but also any emotional quality beyond rpcjtine, «^ - 

neu+ra I responses • ' • - ' . * 

t . ' ' ' '* ^ ( " 

Class.room observer? (undergraduate andt graduate, studentsX were trained 

in'the use of the cod i ng ^system, ini'ti a fly" through di scuss ions- and ppactlce 

**%♦-■ '"^ >■ " ' ' . .\ ■ ' ' ' ' ^ * 

coding^f sample- etassrooFfv tf^a-nscr^p+i, but ^ventually through coding in the ^ 
actual classrooms,- working in pairs.' Thi^ practice codVng continued until 

, • ^ ■'■ ^-.-^--y- ^ ^ 

eabh' co/ler'Teaehed a criterion of 80^ agreement with another coder across 
, the categories of the s; ystem, . P ric e indiv-iduah cod^^rs reached" this rel labi I ity 

criterion, they then coded i ndi vidua 11 y and their d^t^'were used for the 
* analyses to be reparted^ 

Although coders were aware of the general nature 'of the project and the 
reasons fori selection -of target stude'nts'-, neither they nor the teachers 
knew which If the [3* teachen fexpe^tatl^n^aT}^^^^ a student had ^ 

been consi stent^ on. Thus, although cod^r bbservation data may have been 

influenced to some degree by ha 10 effects and other sources of -coder bias - ^ ^ 

■ ^ ^ ■ " /(?• 
(but not much, because the system 'was ba^ iqa II y" a low inferei^ce. one) ,. the 
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^ - ^ . ^ : v. : 

biases Could hot have beetf systematical r-y related tp the groufoings of « • 
students; because the coders' w.^e ndt, aware of these groupings.^ • 

The .methodology of th^s. study is innovative in two ways.- First, . • 
the target' children were identified over time aad over +wo different^"^ 
teachers, -vJhereas previous studies h^d take^n- measures of these attitudes 
from ooly one teacher-duning one yeaf; Second,, the coding system measured 

many particular behavibrs not considered in previous work, and it measured 

" ■. , ■ _ - - _ . . ' _ , . 

the-affec>ive component of Interactions in addiction to d.escr i b i the . 
contei^. . ' '\. ' »• « - " ' 



Results t, . ' . ■ ■ *■ * ^ ' 

Data analyses- ii»ivolved-'F-tests performed for,<ea'ch behavioral :?ariable'. 



using the hight meai'utn, and low-posi»tions of-each ^ttitude scale as 
classifying variables for one-way, three-group analyses, of variance .iTi^he 
process behavior measures. --Chi IdreaJ-tvthe three' respective attitude 
groups were' Compared directly to one Another, and also to the larger nass 
of children,not in-Wof these groups. The results will be presentee! 
as sets, of variables whjch d i sc^rimi nate between the -.three attitude groups-. 



1 ( 



' , Insert Table I About Here 



«The first set describes attachment children as having different, be- < 
haviors from both rejection ancf concern^ chi J dren. The attachment- chi -I dren 
tended* to have a larger percentage of publ ic ra+her^than private w&rkL- con- 
tacts, were more I i kelyto "have volunteered when called upon in public, had 
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few§r behavioral £;dntacts, were ^ess likely to respon^i* to behavior contacts 
with sullQinness, had fewer contacts initiated by the *eadher, and fewer 
tot^l contacts overall. The rejection and concern children showed^ the y 
opposite Behaviors-, That is^^they ^ad more prjvate, than public work con- . 
/tacts^ were less I i kel y 'to have volul^teered whfen called upon in public, had 
more ^behaviora I contacts to which the^ i?^e more likely, to have responded, 
with sul lenness, .had' more "contacts Initiated by the teachOr, and more total 



contacts overalls, . . • ' // ^ .. " - ' • 

These? results are support iv^*'bf previous descriptions pf attachment . 
children. as academically act iy^ /students who do not require a lot of teacher 

, ' ; ■ , ^ / /f^^i ^ . " r' ' ^ ' . • .'J 

^ttgj^lj^:^^ Rejection groups of. chl Idreri are st>own. to be \ 

si^mi jar In that they place more demands on teachecrs and .r*equire morfe 

attention of thenj. t * » 

■ . ' ■ ■ ' . f^ ' . . . " ■ ■ _ 

; The -next tWo sets of behaviors are those which were related to one • . 
of the two sea I es but not to the other. They come from ana I yseS .comparing 
,chi idren on pne scale With afl other^chl Idr^en^ The following behaviors 
were associated with the concern scale "but showed non-significant results 
for the attachment versus 're ject ion scale. Co'ncern ch'i Idren tended to have 
less negatively-toned behavioral corrections in some situations, having 
more non-verba I and routine verba) corrections, as opposed to irritable 
verbal ones. However, they were more Iik6ly to be held up before the pipss 
as bad examples. They also had a higher percentage of chi Id-in'itiate^ 
contacts than other children. ' • 

A third set of behaviors discriminated between attachment and re- 
jection children, but were not significantly rejated to the concern scale. 
The results indicate a^cycle of negative interactions occurring between the 
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teacher and the re.iection child, .with both parties contri bi3t i ng to the 
h^gative ton^; Rejection childr|en tended, to have higher percentages of | 
teacher criticism In teacher-initiated work contacts^ and they also had 



.^higher percentages of negative phi Id reactions toVhese teacher ^*^iations< 
They had f ewer houVt^e^P'^g (monitoring) assignments from the teacher 
- and they had' more of their own requests for such jobs and persona k re-; 
quesrts refused. They wer^ more Hkel^o respond to personal corninents and 
social initiations by the teacher with negative affect, and the teacher 
was mo/e' I i ke I y td respond to contacts initiated by them with impatienc'e. 

There also ^was more' total work criticism and total negative evaluation of 

' ■ " : . ■ , v, ^ ■ . ' ■ o- ■ . ^ 

rejection children by the teachers. 

" ■■ . " ' ■■■»'. 

The behavioral corrections ^lel ivered to rejection ctii Idren also tended 

to be more negative and more s;pvere, bij^t then the chfld's behavior, leading 
td such fcorrections^tended to he more jdisruprive. Rejection children also 
had higher frequencies of aggression toward the teacher by griping tor 
sa.ssing, and more non-ipteractive^anti socia l behav iors such as ctieating and 
leaving without permission- Again, remember that these behaviors discri- 
minated between attachment and rejection children. This pattern of inter- 
action^ was not. found for concern children, even though they .resembled 
re lection x>hi Idren in $ome other wa/S. . * . 



Discussion 



The conclusions from the5e results are Striking, in that ^lear cut 
■ fe . ■ ** * 

^distinctions are again apparent between the three groups* More importantly, 
"^ H^jjection and concern chi Idren were shown to be two distinct groups. 
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■ c ■ . ' ■ 

■ ' . . - 13 , 

* . * 

.^The-c^ta for the rejection group Tntlicate a cyole of ^egativity in 
which the teacher and child seem to be feeding each other's rejection. / 

• * • • ■ L 

The child's behaviors are an important ' part of the cycle. Negative reactions^ 
to teacher initiations, higher frequencies of sassing and griping, and 

higher frequencies of disruptive nfTsbehavIor' are part of a p'attern w^hlch 

* ■ -._•<' - ' • 

"turns off'^ teachers an'd leads them to reject' these chi I dren. 

These results seem^obvious. appeal ing to common sense. They wUI come 

■ • " 7 )' ■ ■ 

as little surprise to those 'fami I iar wHh classrooms and students. However, 
their importance ' Nes in the fact that prevlpus research in this 'a rea^ had 
not demonstrated - so clearly the student's. .rote in. the formation of expecta- ^ 



tlons and attitudes; \:^Semm^j^^\on'^f such emplri'cal results in teacher 
-preser^\ce and ' i nservice . tra ijn i ng can help prepare teachers for classroom ^ 
problems! in a more rea I I stir manner. Ral-bef than encouraging teachers to 
love and accept all children regardless of the! r -behaVior, teachers can • 
learn to look for .and identify chi-fd behaviors which could set off unfor- 
tunate cycles ofw^rejectlon by adulfs. By recognizing such behaviors and' 
their own natural reactions to them, teachers might then take steps to / 
help children modify their behavior,*^ rather than responding to it in a- / 
manner which perpetuates it. 4 ^ * / 

A previ|>us .intervention study (God^ .and^^Bf-ophy, 1974) has shown tha/f 
teachers can and wM I modify therr differential treatment of students wl^en 
informed about behaviors which are inappropriate. More research is needed 
with such interventions, to deter/ni neji^^ in tne I ess des i rabj e be- 

havior patterns of reject 'ion chi Idren^ccur in response to modified teacher 
behaviors. . 
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• In contrast to the V^ta^-for'r^^^ stycfents, concern ^students ^ 

Were, shown to^be teacher: brientpd and • depeofcjent rather than hostile.and . . 
'syflen. AKthpugh trfe^ vvere similar tQ the re"Jection students in that they 
prov^^'d problems for the teachers, vthese f^iroblems lay iti the area of *low 
achievements |nd difficulty In doing <4 ndependent work, not In. misbehavior or 
•hostility.. |hus, -these chi Idreri vvere behaving in acceptable ways and per- 
haps even were providing the ^teachers with reinforcement in the form of I 
rat itude- and/or signs of ^progress whep teachers responded tq their needs 
or extra help. In any case, the data reveal that concern and rejection 
students are much jrore different than previous f nvest igations'iiad sho^vn,^.^ 
anci that th^ differences make good psychol9gical sfense. ^ 

The data for attachment students support previous f incogs, by" in- 
dicating little evidence of clear cut teacher tea c^x favor iti sm. toward 
these students in process measures of classroom interaction. The vast 
majority of signf^ icant d if ferences between these 'students and their class- 
mates were in measures ^&f behavior by the students themselves, not be- 

• 4 

havior by the teachers. Furthermore, the behaviors of the students re- 
vealed, them to be hi^ achievers, independent workers, and apparently well 
adjusted and wel l behaved individuals-, so that it is not surprising that ^ 
teachers find tbem attractive. ' 

Jt is vvorth notii^g that teachers have fewer overa IJ„^centacts with 
-fhese students /contrary to what some might expect for students, high oh a 

^ ■ ' A 

teacher attachment measure, /{however, oth^ar work of our own hds suggested 
Vhat whea^^achers -see students as independent and capable of handling 
themselves,Vhey tend to let)these Students do. so, rather than to spend 



16 



. J 



The Student/Attribute Sti/y 
15 



extra-time with them. The point hereNs th^ajK quant itv/of contacts between, 
teachers and students should not be equated with positive teacher attitudes 
or even with a positive teacher-student relations^. We are finding 
.rego-larly that sheerNrequency of teacher-studey/t contact is related -more .. 
' 'to teachers' perceptions th^ certain student/ need extra h,elp or extra^ 
» moaitoring because o^ thei r potentia t ^ for m/sbeha'vior. Wh"i le it is true^ . 
that in sortie cases teachers may be avoid i/g certain students that they ^ 
* disi ike' low teacher-itudent contact fr/qu|fricies are more apt to ^epres^nt • 

good rather than bad. teacher a^rtitude/ toward students..^ 
■ •■" Another interesting point" conc/ning attachment students is that, , 
/ although-they seldom gave -^acher/reasSn to ,cfit ici ze them f^sr misbehavior, 
they also were Ies5^ 1 kel,/ to r^pond with sullenness during the behavior' 
cont^ct^ that the^ did haveZ/hus, the attachment students and the re- 
ijection students provided evidence of contrast i'ng reinforcement of. the ^ 
teachers, 'in short, attachment students acted^ in ways that would reinforce 
the teachers for liking them, 4nd rejection students acted i n ways -that 
I reinforce the' teachers' tendencies to di.slike them. 
Data li°ke these indicate that^'the self-fulfilling prophecy effects 
noted in teacher-student re lat ionsh i p& are not unidirectional; teacher 
expectations and attitudes' toward .students -ar'e shape^d 'by d i f ferential be- 
havior of the students themselves.- this process goes' on condurrently and. 
It, i^nteraction with the process of teacher st-aping^of student behavior ty > 
d.if=fereatiai treastment resulting from differential teacher ^xpect'^t ions 
and attitudes, <^ ' * : ^ 
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Research into these processes is Just beginning, and we are/hopefwl^ 
'that th^s study will reveal additional complexities of this sort to help 

roound out the picture of classroom dynamics and u Itimately yi^eld data 
' iHat teachers and teacher educators can .use in optimizing I ntei^actions 

with students.-^ , ^ ' / 



/ 



ERIC 



18 



The Student Attn i bute' Study 



8 

Reference Notes 



Jenkins, B, Teachers* vl^ews of partlcula^r students and their be- 
behavior in .the classroom. Unpublished doctoral dissertation. The ^ 
University Qf Ghlcago, l?72.- \ ' : . \ 

Brophy, J., King, D., Evertson, C, Baum, M., Crawfdrd, J • ,, Mahaf f qy, 

L.., and Sherman, G. The'Student Attribute" Coding System, (Res, Rep. 

74-2)4 Austin, Texas: Research ^nd Development Cjsrjiter for Teacher 

• ■ . . J- 

Education, 1974. * ' .. \ 



The Student Attribute Study 

■. , , ' 18 



References 



BropHy, J^'-and Good, T. Teacter-student re1at Lonshtps: ^Causes and \ / 
cdnjsequences . New York: l^olt, Rinehart and Winston, 1974. 

Gqod, T. afnd'Brophy, Ji ^Behavioral expression of teacher attitudes. 
. Journal pf Educational Psychotogy , 1972, 63., 617-624* 

! ' . . . . _ ■ 

'6oo^, T. and Brophy, J, Changing teabher and student behavior: An em- 

♦ ' 

pirical investigation!. Journal of Educational Psychology , 1974, 66, 

' 590-405, ^ . ^ . . ' ^ 

Rosenth^lC and Jacbbson, L. Pygmalion in the classroom . New York:/ 
Holt, Rinehart a'nd Winston, 1968. 



.Silberman; M. Behavioral expression of teachers' attitudes toward ele- 
^ mentary school s+udentg. Jourfial of Educational Psychology, ^ 1969, 

^60, 402-407.' . . * . ' • 




.The Student Attribute Study 



; Footnotes - ; • *^ 

,^ • ■ ^ . - ' 

V» ^ v.: ... ' / / ■ , ; \ ' ' 

* This paper is aa expansion of a' paper delivered by author Mahfarfey 

at the annyal meeting of the Southwestern 'Ps]^.chologlcaJ Associafrony I97§^ 

Requests should be seat to Dr, Jere E- Brophy, Department of,. 

Educational Psychology/' The, Uni vers ity^^^Texas at* AustJ Texas 7S7.I2> 

- Direct .quotes frqm this report shoi^d not be .made wi thout ^p^rmTssion 
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